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MISSION The Air Force Association educates the public about the critical role of aerospace power in the defense of our nation;
advocates aerospace power and a strong national defense; and supports the United States Air Force and the Air Force Family and
aerospace education.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: To update your email address or Unsubscribe please email: blarson@afa.org
President’s Message: A Gold Coast Chapter
member, Thaddeus Hamilton, LTC, USA (Ret) sent an
email inquiring about the AFA’s stance on the changes
being proposed for the Military Compensation
Structure. Below is the AFA’s position on the issue put
forth by the Chairman of the Board, Scott Van Cleef.
Please feel free to contact your US representative to
advocate for or against the issue. VSM
AFA Position on the recommendations of the
Military Compensation and Retirement
Modernization Commission-Feb 2015
AFA believes any changes to the military
compensation structure should be based on a
holistic assessment of the total compensation
package. AFA also believes all Veterans and
currently serving members of the military must be
grandfathered into the current retirement system if
they desire, as we must not break faith with those
who entered service under current rules. We need
a strong and ready Air Force to do the nations
work. We will continue to work to ensure we
provide our nation with an Air Force that is
capable, ready and resourced appropriately for the
future.
Go to Gold Coast website (breaking news link) for
continuation of article and AFA’s fifteen
recommendations. VSM

SAVE THESE DATES:
March 28- Saturday, quarterly luncheon meeting
Galuppi’s in Pompano; 12noon, WWll veteran, Richard
Goon speaking on his Flying Tiger connection.
April 18-26- Sun ‘n’ Fun; Polk County Fla
May 4-9 Fleet Week; Ft Lauderdale, Fla
MAY 13-Wednesday, Chapter Council meeting; 1pm
At FXE, Banyan Bldg. All members invited.

May30-Memorial Day; attend your city’s program
APR-MAY, AFA Award Presentations to JROTC
and CAP cadets. If you would like to participate
email vsm.cap@gmail.com
JUNE- date TBA; tour of Coast Guard Air Station

WWll veterans, Leo Gray, Lt Col, USAF and Harold Johnson
US Army paratrooper share a very special moment at the
Collings Foundation’s Wings of Freedom Tour of the
Warbirds-B17, 24 and P 51. The annual event was held at the
Banyan facilities of the Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport.
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Educator’s Column
Milt’s Memoirs

Virginia KnudsenAFA National Award
Winning Teacher
Ms Knudsen, STEM teacher at
Parkway Middle School recently initiated a special handson program in her classroom: the “E-Missions” program.

“E-Missions” is an interactive simulation program with
an on-site, real time communication interaction with
NASA Educational Association. This particular mission
was to have student focus on discovering the best
geological location for a Mars’ habitation.
The students, in six teams of three, each with their own
computers played the role of the pilot, science engineer
and the communications person. The teams were to
determine the geological composition of the Mars’
surface, locate a hematite field, determine Rover’s fuel
efficiently and communicate their progress back to
earth’s Command Central (CC) at NASA. . The success
of the teams’ mission depended heavily on the students’
skill in the use of mathematical computation. Observers
to this simulated mission observed that the teams did
very well. The students located the best hematite field
with low fuel consumption because of and through their
mathematical computations and their geological
identifications with Rover’s fuel use were on target.

Sometime in the early 70s, I was
flying C-97s, large, 4-engined Boeing Strato-Cruisers,
for the New York Air National Guard. We picked up a
load of cargo on the west coast, destination,
Tainan,Taiwan. Upon arrival at our destination, the
ground controller asked if we would take a (GCA)
Ground Controlled Approach from a student
controller. The weather was clear and the student
controller, a Taiwanese by the accent, proceeded to
give us directional and altitude corrections as he led
us to the airfield. As we approached for landing, we
were missing the runway by about a half a mile. I
announced at this time that I was now taking over for
the landing.
About 2 months later, Frank and I (Frank was the
same fellow Instructor Pilot as I) were flying the same
route to Taiwan, however, upon arrival, the weather
was really down. The ground controller announced
that the conditions at Tainan were a ceiling of 300
feet and 1/2 mile of visibility. I believe I recognized
the same voice of the Taiwanese controller as two
months previously. I announced to Frank,"No Way". I
called to the controller, "That is beyond my personal
minimums. I am proceeding to my alternate airfield,
Taichung".
Old pilots stay alive by instinct and maintaining a
modicum of caution no matter how good they think
they are.
***

Our CYBERPATRIOT Team Competitors
Pictured are two more
of the teams that
registered in our area to
compete in the 2014-15
CyberPatriot
Competition.

E-Mission Program for teachers and students is part of the Jesuit

NorthEast High
School CyberPatriot
Team with Coach and
Mentor Fran Shaw

University initiative in collaboration with NASA Challenge Center.
Teacher training is free but there is a fee for the class simulation program.
Go to E-Missions.org for more info.

Gold Coast 351 Officers for 2015
Virginia Montalvo-President vsm.cap@gmail.com
Leo R Gray - Vice President
Joseph Roberts-Treasurer
Loretta Young-Veteran Affairs; Bob Marks-Government Affairs
ther council members- Bob Morris, Ed Weber, Adele Kiekpatrick

WINNERS ALL!

Team from Parkway
Middle School. Ms.
Badio was the Coach
and Mentor.
Both coaches are AFA
Gold Coast members
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MATHCOUNTS is a prestigious National Math
Competition held annually for math enthusiast.

CAP ROCKET LAUNCHING DAY at

Ms. Myrielle Badio, Gold Coast member escorted
her math team from the Parkway Middle School
to compete in this statewide math challenge.
Months of practice for this difficult presentation
of quick thinking in solving math equations
resulted in one of the team’s young man moving
on to compete on the next level. Congratulations!

VISTA VIEW PARK LAUNCH SITE

LEARN TO FLY CENTER, our newest Community
C
Partner, opened with a special treat for aviation
enthusiast.

Civil Air Patrol cadets from the Crystal Lake
Middle School Squadron invited members of the
Gold Coast Chapter to observe the launching of
their rockets.
According to FAA air space regulations
regulations, Vista
Park in Davie is the only approved site in
Broward County to launch rockets safely.
safely.The
gentlemen of BARS-Broward
Broward Area Rocketry
Society volunteer their time to ensure all
launchers follow safe procedures for everyone’s
veryone’s
safety.
As part of the CAP Rocketry program, each
cadet made their own rocket and launching them
was the culmination of the requirements for the
CAP Rocketry Badge.
Top picture: Commander, Major Knudsen
checks out a rocket. Eight cadets succe
successfully
launched their rockets bringing smiles to their
parents’ faces.
VSM
“Education continues to be a vital part of AFA’s mission and we
urge continued attention to the future need for STEM
professionals by government, industry, and AFA’s peer
organizations. AFA remains vigilant and active in advocating for
educational
educational programs that focus on the promotion of STEM
studies,
hips, CyberPatriot
studies, STARBASE, grants and scholarships,
and others.”

Quotee from AFA National President’s message.

Fred Perry, CEO of the Paul Kramer Flying School at
The Pompano Airpark in Pompano Beach
Red Ta
invited the Red Tail
il Movie Van which holds
30 viewers for its films for its opening
week. The iconic P 51 Mustang Red Tail
plane was also on display. Youngsters from classes
around area were invited to see the Tuskegee
documentary film free of charge.
arge.
The interest was astounding and many
m
teachers
registered their classes for the activity.
activity Mr. Perry
estimates approximately 250 youngsters
youn
attended the
exhibit daily for the five days the van and plane were in
town. Fred.Perry@learntoflycenters.com
flycenters.com

OUR PARTNERS
ARTNERS ARE SPECIAL.
THEY SUPPORT OUR CHAPTER!
PLEASE SUPPORT THEIR BUSINESSES!
=====================================================
EXCELLENT REACH, INC.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Youth Aviation & Leadership Program Consultations
excellentreach@gmail.com
BANYAN AIR SERVICE
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
1635 NW 51st Place; Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33309
800-200-2031 954-491--3170
www.banyanair.com

FT LAUDERDALE EXECUTIVE
AIRPORT ADMISTRATION
Ft Lauderdale Florida
=========================================================
===================================================

SHELDON
ELDON PITTLEMAN
Vice President and Financial Advisor
MORGAN STANLEY SMITH BARNEY
2400 E. Commercial Blvd; Ft Lauderdale, FL 33308
954-267-5696
5696 800-669-7262
800
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Sheldon.Pittleman@Morganstanley.com

4

